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Statutes for the Caesarea Green Garden Competition 2008-2009
Rationale of the Competitions
Caesarea Development Corporation's decision to initiate a serious and meaningful process to make Caesarea a leading green town in Israel included resolutions on several key measures to include residents in the ideas to promote environmental and nature protection and sustainability. The decision allows residents to study the various issues and to participate in the transformation of the town through social activism. The resident's garden is precious, close by and a natural place to begin. The garden, a natural source of inspiration and connection to the land and to nature, is an excellent way of connecting people to their immediate surroundings. With a computer and the right planning, a connection and relationship can be created between the garden and the home. The garden can provide shade and food while absorbing some of the house's waste. Organic waste can, through a simple process, become natural fine compost. Rainwater can be collected. Gray water can be treated, filtered and used for irrigation, etc.
This is a precise and important means for launching the environmental message that will leave its positive impressions on the town.
Dates and Cost:
Project Start: December 2008 

Project Completion: May 2009 
Changes in the program are possible. 

Cost of participation: NIS 100 per family
The Process
Stage A: Introductory Meeting on 7.12.08 at 20:30 at the Caesarea Center

Stage B: 4-session training course. A symposium on gardening can also be held (registration in advance)

Stage C: Initial tour of the participants' gardens + consultation

Stage D: Second tour to check criteria

Stage E: Coordination meeting and decision on winners

Stage F: Project completion event
Parameters and Criteria for Green Gardens
1. Garden water usage: the green garden must reduce its water consumption (in relation to a regular garden) in the home and in the garden by a minimum 20% from the average consumption measured before the competition.

2. Cultivation in the green garden is primarily designated for food. During the competition, the size of the land (in relation to the size of the garden).that will be used for cultivation (fruits and vegetables) will be examined. 

3.  Pesticides and Treatment: Green gardens do not use chemical pesticides. Pesticide use must be reduced and a transition must be made to organic material (getting rid of toxic material).
4. The inclusion of an active, well-maintained composter that creates gold out of garbage. A family that separates its trash at the source, collects the organic material in the home and transfers it to the home composter, where, through compostization turns it into fertilizer that is used in the garden. During the competition, the composter and composter maintenance will be checked.
5. Use of temporary and local covering. Use of local stone and avoidance of using imported stone.

6. Reuse of products: recycled fences, broken tiles, organic material, improvised flowerpots, etc.

7. The appearance of the green garden. The green garden must be inviting, surprising, esthetic and playful more than other gardens.

8. Parameter of creativity and imagination.

9. General knowledge on sustainability as well as nature and environmental protection. At the start of the competition, every participating family will receive background material that they will be asked to learn. During the third  stage of the competition, during the tour, each family will be required to successfully answer ten pop questions.

· Participants undertake to provide the information required about water usage, etc. to the project committee.

· The participants undertake to allow the committee to examine the land.

The Caesarea Development Corporation will be entitled to publish and/or amend, at its sole discretion, the materials and photographs submitted as it sees fit.
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I have read the aforementioned statutes and agree to abide by them. 
Moshav Kerem Maharal, DN Hof Hacarmel, Zip Code 30804. Website: www.shefa8.co.il 
Tel.: Yanir – 054-3055347, Amit – 054-4231250 Email: rikmah@gmail.com 


